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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

v 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted before the mailing of 
a first Office Action, 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3), and therefore no fee is due for its submission. 

While this Statement is being filed in compliance with the duty of disclosure, 
citation of the attached references is not to be construed as an admission that any of the 
reference(s) are "material" as defined under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

Accompanying the Information Disclosure Statement is the statement of Dr. 
Helmut Fritz describing the content of the references cited in the Information Disclosure 
Statement. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.8 

I hereby certify that this paper, including all enclosures referred to herein, is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first-class mail, postage pre-paid, in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, United States Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231 

William G. Conger 

Date of deposit Name of Person Signing Signature 




S/N: 10/732,705 



Atty Diet No. WAS 0610 PUS / Wa 10244-S 



If the filing date of this application is on or before June 30, 2003 , a copy of each 
reference listed on the attached Forms PTO/SB08A and/or SB08B is included herewith. If this 
application was filed after June 30, 2003 , copies of any cited U.S. patent/application references 
have not been included. Consideration and entry into the record of these references is 
respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRITZ SCHWERTFEGER ET AL. 



Date: HgL^ M , U> Q^ 

BROOKS KUSHMAN P.C. 

1000 Town Center, 22nd Floor 
Southfield, MI 48075 
Phone: 248-358-4400 
Fax: 248-358-3351 



By: ^-^X a „ >^ ^ ^ > 
William G. Conger 
Reg. No. 31,209 
Attorney /Agent for Applicant 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of 

FRITZ SCHWERTFEGER ET AL. 

Serial Number Group Art Unit: 

Filed: 

For: Si0 2 SHAPEq BODY WHICH HAS BEEN VITRIFIED IN PARTIAL AREAS, 
PROCESS FOR PORDUCING IT, AND ITS USE 



Information Disclosure Statement 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir or Madam: 

I, Helmut Fritz, associated with the preparation and prosecution of the above- 
identified application, residing at Kreuzstralie 11, 83624 Otterfing, Germany, wish to 
call the attention of the Patent Examiner to the references enumerated on the 
enclosed PTO Form-1449. 

I believe the documents enumerated on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 and attached 
thereto, are cited in the enclosed application and in the Office Action of the German 
Patent and Trademark Office and may be material to the examination of the 
application. 

Therefore, it is respectfully requested that the foregoing Information Disclosure 
Statement be considered by the Examiner and incorporated into the file of this 
application. 

I wish to comment as follows concerning the prior art references enumerated on PTO 
Form-1449: 

EP 0 705 797 A2, cited in the application, is already in English language and is 
enclosed. 

For EP 0 318 100 A2, cited in the application, an English Derwent Abstract is 
enclosed. 

For EP 0 653 381 A1, cited in the application, an English Derwent Abstract is 
enclosed. 

For DE 2218766, cited in the application, an English Derwent Abstract is enclosed. 
For JP 5-294610, cited in the application, an English Derwent Abstract is enclosed. 



US 4,929,579 A, cited in the application, is enclosed. 

For DE 199 43 103 A1, cited in the application, an English Derwent Abstract is 
enclosed. 

For DE 101 56 137 A1, cited in the application, an English Derwent Abstract is 
enclosed. 

GB 2 329 893 B, cited in the application, is enclosed. 

For DE 199 43 103 A1 , cited in the application, an English Derwent Abstract is 
enclosed. 

For DE 44 40 104 C2, cited in the application, an English Derwent Abstract is 
enclosed. 

For DE 196 46 332 C2, cited in the application, an English Derwent Abstract is 
enclosed. 

For DE 199 52 998 A1 , cited in the application, an English Derwent Abstract is 
enclosed. 

For JP 1 1-238694 A, cited in the application, a translation made by computer, is 
enlcosed. 

Signed this ^6 day of January, 2004. 




Dr. Helmut Fritz 
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